[Improvement of diagnosis and treatment of glossopharyngeal neuralgia].
Differential diagnosis of neuralgias affecting the cranial nerves and of facial pain is often difficult. Glossopharyngeal neuralgia is much less common than trigeminal neuralgia and is not well known. Idiopathic neuralgia of the glossopharyngeal nerve sometimes occurs in association with neurovascular compression syndrome of the vagus and trigeminal nerves. High-resolution MRI of the brain stem with three-dimensional visualization allows a secure diagnosis of neurovascular compression and is useful in the planning of appropriate microsurgical decompression (Jannetta's operation).